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fear that some of the other furniture would take fire, and thus was left without a bed to lie on. He asked permission to go into the city to sleep, but Darnley, who had not forgotten the alarm of the preceding night, and was somewhat astonished at the haste with which Durham had thrown all his bedding out of the window, begged him not to go away, and offered to let him have one of his mattresses, or to give him a share of his own bed. But Durham insisted, saying that he felt ill, and would be very glad of the opportunity to see a doctor during the evening. Thereupon the Queen interceded for him and promised Darnley that she would send another servant to pass the night with him: he had no choice, therefore, but to yield, and he gave Durham leave of absence for the night, after making Mary repeat her promise to send some one to replace him.
At this moment, Paris, of whom the Queen speaks in her letters, entered the room; he was a young Frenchman, who had been some years in Scotland in the service of Bothwell and Seaton, and was now in the Queen's service. She rose when she saw him, and said to Darnley, who tried to detain her:
" Eeally, it's impossible, my Lord; I left poor Sebas-tien's wedding-feast to come and see you, and I must return, for I have agreed to wear a mask at the ball."
The King did not dare to urge her any further; he simply reminded her of her promise to send a servant to him, which promise Mary reiterated as she went out with her suite. Durham had taken his leave the moment he received permission.
It was nine o'clock; Darnley, left alone, secured his doors carefully on the inside and went to bed, ready to rise at any moment and open the door for the servant who was to pass the night with him. His head was